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Annual Activity Report for the Huntsville Gem & Mineral Society - Bill Friday

During 2025, there were 3289 total recorded visits to the Education Center by 289 of our members for all activities. In
that we reached the end of the year with nearly 650 members on roll, over half never visited at all. A lot of those also did
not renew their membership for 2026 and will be removed from the roll before the end of the year.

This number does include people who attended monthly Membership and Pebble Pups meetings as guests, since the
attendance lists were recorded regardless of membership status. These lists were sent to the Studio 60 Senior Center each
week for their records, since the HGMS is an integral part of the Senior Center, to our great advantage. Many of these one
or two-timers were fans who joined at the Fall Show but never chose to follow up with any participation in our various
offerings. The 3 to 5 group are mainly those who only came to some monthly meetings. The 10 to 25 group are mainly
those who came for most weekly meetings. Higher participation includes those who came every week or multiple times
each week, largely by using several different activities. The highest groups are those who were there when the shop was
open - including instructors, and the ones who aimed to get their money’s worth from dues paid. Good idea!

A breakdown of activity statistics is as follows: 90 came only once, 41 only twice, 42 between 3 and 5 times, 43 between
5and 10,43 between 10 and 25, 18 between 25 and 50, 5 between 50 and 100, 7 over 100 times, The most active
member was present 159 times, our top attendee.

This record did not keep a breakout of which activities the members were using. Metal Smithing. Jewelry, and Pebble
Pups kept attendance logs. The rest were mostly in lapidary, where the attendance log was very sketchy.

It also doesn’t include participation in activities outside the EdCtr, such as field trips, outreach programs to local schools
and organizations, although those are very important parts of our Club’s offerings.

Besides the constant activity at our Education Center in the Sandra Moon Complex, we show a significant presence in the
Huntsville area. Volunteers reach out to school and community activities, with displays of minerals, rocks, and fossils.
Just during this year 2025, we attended STEM and STEAM (Science, Technology, Engineering, Arts, and Math events in
ten elementary and middle schools — McDonnell, Morgan County Union Hill Middle, Challenger Middle, Lacey’s Spring
Elementary & Middle, Chapman Middle Earth Day, M. L. King Jr. Elementary, Jones Valley Middle, Mountain Gap
Middle, James Dawson Elementary, and Sonnie Hereford Elementary School. In past years we traveled as far as Gadsden
for a school STEAM event. Besides schools, we also had a presence at the Von Braun Astronomical Society Astronomy
Day, the Madison Street Fair, and the Burritt Museum Geology Day. We conducted a field trip hike to the Devil’s
Racetrack for a Home School group of 11 kids and parents. We provided a judge for the Challenger Middle School
Science Fair. A mineral display was established at the Ardmore Welcome Center on I-565. In-house but open to the
public were our Annual Rock Auction fund raiser and huge Fall Gem, Jewelry, and Mineral Show. Twice each year we
place an exhibit of jewelry, minerals, and fossils in the downtown Library entryway display windows. In previous years
we have provided judges for the State Science Olympiad.

Overall, it is something we as a Club can be very proud of, that nearly half of members on roll chose to be active in some
way or another and at some level from at least a few visits up to being very active. It speaks very well of our ability to
offer fun things to do which make folks want ot keep coming back. Our “new” facility, the excellent Education Center,
being much larger and open to all ages day and night, is a major step up from when the Senior Center could only allow
those age 60 and over to come in and use only two small rooms, and those only a three nights a week toward the end.
With that said, it is also true that our success has loaded our wonderful new home, a problem only solved by offering
more and more days and evenings a week for new time slots, and creating need for more and more leaders to step up to
lead these opportunities. As is, the place is open four weeknights and two weekdays. But that growth is happening,
regularly.




December 2025

RCJ is open to all HGMS members 16 and older. All skill levels are welcome! No certification
is required, but experience using jewelry tools is a plus. We offer one class a month with 4 op-
portunities to finish the project.
We had a nice Christmas party at Judy’s home. Good food and good friends! Many thanks to Judy for host-
ing us. Happy holidays! See you on January 7™, 2026, 6-9p.
1* Quarter 2026 Classes
You can sign up one quarter at a time, or for the whole year. Please pay one month in advance so check in
goes smoothly, and we can start class on time. To sign up for a class, please email Theresa at rock-
etcityjewelers@gmail.com at least a month before class. Include your name, contact info, the class(es)
you want, and the dates you plan to take them. Or, you can sign up at RCJ meetings and monthly HGMS
meetings. Note: If you want to take the January class, please check with Judy for availability. This class
required signing up in advance so Judy can prepare the wire.

January: Woven Cuff. Copper wire and seed beads. Kit $5.
Jan 7 & 21: 6 —9p, class and make up.
Jan 14 & 28: 2 - 5p, class and make up.

February: Captured Chainmaille Weave (Variation) Bracelet. Cop-
per rings and round beads. Kit $5.

Feb 4 & 18: 6 — 9p, class and make up.

Feb 11 & 25: 2 — Sp, class and make up.

March: Layered Metal Earrings (LME VIII) —
Paddle Drops. Copper wire wrap with green
beads for St. Patrick’s Day (picture shows purple
beads). Kit $5.

Note: Should severe weather occur on any RCJ meeting day, the meeting will be can-
celed, and members will be notified.

ART SCHOOL SCHOLARSHIP DRAWING

[ ]
The winners are: ‘ ‘ lllla-m

1st two: Shelley Curran and Allison Taylor - $200 each HOllaﬂd
Instructor: Jan Edmonds - $300
1st alternate: Les Bartel

2nd alternate: Linda Sue Reed
WILDACRES
3rd alternate: Karen Williams RETREAT 535
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Metal Smithing/Silver Group - by Kathy Bowman & Shelley Curran

January Project: Contemporary Long Embellished Earring
Monday January 5, 2026 5:00-9:00pm

Long, gently concave drops, textured on one half are embellished with con-
trasting metal dots 3/4 of the way down. At the bottom is a rounded square
filled with contrasting metal and attached with tiny jump rings to provide movement.

The copper backplate is deeply oxidized to provide contrast with the secondary metal.

While this isn’t a beginner class the design can be somewhat modified to adjust for those
less advanced.

This class should help reinforce good torch / heat control skills. | would highly encourage
anyone who hasn’t used the acetylene torch much to do so on this project. Good practice.

The earring kits are provided in base metals - copper and brass in this case, due to the
high cost of silver. For those who wish silver will be available at market price.

Kit Cost $9.00. The Kit will contain cp[[er and brass sheet, and wire for jump rings, Sterling wire for earring posts,
\written instructions and consumables.

We have 9 seats available. If sufficient interest we will hold another session Thursday January 8th. To sign up for
this class send email to HGMS@wildivystudio.com pr sign up in person by December 22nd (our last meeting in
2025) Metals will reopen for class on Monday, Jan 5" 2026

Certification/Safety Classes: The next Certification/Safety class is Tuesday January 20, 2026 . We have finally
caught up with requests so the wait for a class is much shorter. Send your name and contact information (name, email
address, and cell phone number (for text messages) to Certifications@wildivystudio.com. get on the Wait List..
Seats will be filled in the order we receive them. We only have space for 9 students per class.

CERTIFICATION CLASS INFORMATION — PLEASE READ CAREFULLY:

After Certification Class dates are set, email notices with information about the class(es) will be sent to the first 9 peo-
ple on the request list about a week before the scheduled date. You must reply to that email to be scheduled for the
class or to request a future class. One reminder email will be sent to those who do not respond to the first email. If
there is no reply after the 2" email, your name will be removed from the Certification Requests list. If you are still
interested in Certification, you will have to send in your information again to get on the current list.

Facebook Users: The Metalsmithing class has our own page in Facebook groups. You can see info on
classes, examples of project classes and other general information. Members of the group can post their
finished class projects. Our class page is HGMS Metalsmithing Group. The link: https://
www.facebook.com/groups/438777169648170

Volunteer Positions *
Class Instructors: Kathy Bowman
Shelley Curran
Jan Edmunds (Monday AM)

Tools/Equipment Inventory/ Store Manager Bob Goble
Safety Bob Goble
Kit Manager Shelley Curran
Webpage & Social Media Management Kathy Bowman

*Note: We are all volunteers, so the schedule is subject to change.
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‘_‘ | Pebble Pups Holiday Party
?
ki) Lots of kids, games, prizes, gift exchange, activities,

geology food (edible igneous metamorphic and
sedimentary), and pizza.

Suzanne has worked up a complete schedule for 2026.
PROGRAMS FOR EACH MONTH

January - Types of Rocks and the Rock Cycle -
We are starting the year at the foundation of Geology. Learn about igneous, sedimentary, and metamorphic rocks and the
continuous process where any type of rock can transform into another type.

February - Minerals and Mineral Identification (Part 1)

The periodic table is a great place to start the discussion about minerals and their unique atomic structures. We can take
what we learned there to distinguish different minerals using simple field tests. We will start our mineral identification
process by testing color, luster, and streak.

March - Minerals and Mineral Identification (Part 2)

Minerals and their identification is a big topic so we will be continuing the conversation from February and performing
additional testing of hardness/fracture, crystal habit, specific gravity, and special properties.

Also HGMS Rock Auction

April - Jewelry Project

May - Crystals and Crystal Shapes
Crystals are made up of different structures that can be observed. We will learn how they are formed, the types of
minerals that make crystals, growth conditions, crystal habits, and impurities that influence them.

June - Sand

Did you ever wonder what to do with the sand you are collecting? Get ready to find out why it is such a big deal! We will
be talking about the geological study of sand - its composition, grain size, origin from weathered rocks, how it is
transported, and what it reveals about Earth’s history.

Also HGMS Picnic

July - Maps, Navigation, GPS, and Geocaching
Learn about the different types of maps, and how to read them & navigate with them, Other methods of navigation -
including GPS. Then put it all together with a geocaching activity!

August - Soil, Erosion, Plant Life, and Filtration
Plant stabilize soil and healthy soul provides nutrients for plants. Together they act as a natural filter, slowing runoff,
trapping sediment, and cleaning water before it reaches water bodies. This process is vital and creates a sustainable cycle.

September - Preparing for the Gem & Mineral Show
We will work together to identify and prepare activities, information, and displays for our program at the HGMS Gem
and Mineral Show in October

October - Earth Under our Feet

Tectonic plate movements are the primary cause of most earthquakes and volcanoes. Earthquakes can trigger volcanoes
and volcanoes can cause earthquakes. Come learn how they are all part of the same geological activities and how those
activities create the world we know and some of the rocks we love.

Also HGMS Fall Gem Jewelry & Mineral Show, Oct 9-11. Held at the JAYCEE Community Building in John
Hunt Park this show is the big event for the year. We had great Pebble pup participation at the 2025 show We
would like to grow our participation in the event. All pups are encouraged to volunteer!

November - Craft Project

December - No Pebble Pups Program. Join us for our Holiday Party
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Mineral of the Month — Chrysoberyl By Leslie A. Malakowsky

I chose to feature chrysoberyl this month because of the unique star shape it can have!
Chrysoberyl is an aluminum beryllium oxide with the formula BeAl,O,4. It’s a member
of the oxide group of minerals in which the oxide anion (O*) is bound to one or more
metal ions. Some of the more common minerals in this group include cassiterite (tin ox-
ide), corundum (aluminum oxide), cuprite (copper oxide), and hematite (iron oxide).

Chrysoberyl is hard, tough and durable being the third-hardest natural gemstone. It’s 8.5 on Mohs scale of hard-
ness between topaz (8) and corundum (9). Ordinary chrysoberyl is yellow or yellowish green, although it can be
red, green, yellow, orange, brown, pink, gray, black, or multicolored, and transparent to translucent. Chrysoberyl
that exhibits a good pale green to yellow color and is transparent is considered gemstone quality, although it lacks
the fire of other gemstones. Gemstones that may resemble chrysoberyl include topaz, heliodor, peridot, yellow
sapphire, citrine, and zircon, but chrysoberyl can be distinguished from them by its greater hardness.

The name chrysoberyl is derived from the Greek words ypvcog (chrysos) and frpvAiiog (beryllos), meaning "a
gold-white spar". Interestingly, yellow-green chrysoberyl was referred to as "chrysolite" in the Victorian and Ed-
wardian eras which caused confusion because that name is also used for the mineral olivine (the gemstone peri-
dot). Consequently, that name is no longer used in contemporary gemological nomenclature. By the way, despite
their similar names, there’s no relationship between chrysoberyl and the mineral beryl except that they both con-
tain beryllium. (Beryl is an aluminum beryllium cyclosilicate, a member of the silicate family of minerals.)

Chrysoberyl is usually found in pegmatites (igneous rocks, formed underground, with
interlocking crystals usually larger than 1 inch, and pushed up as dikes or veins through
large masses of igneous rocks). The mineral occurs as prominently striated tabular crys-
tals or short prisms. The unique star shape happens when the crystals grow as cyclic
twins (two separate crystals that share some of the same lattice points in a symmetrical
manner) called trillings. These twinned crystals have an hexagonal (6-sided or pointed)
appearance, hence the star shape. But they are the result of a triplet of twins in which
each twin is oriented at 120° to its neighbors. When only two of the three possible twin
orientations are present, the result is a "V"-shaped twin.

There are two main varieties of chrysoberyl: cymophane (popularly known as “cat’s eye”) and alexandrite. Cat’s
eye has a pleasing chatoyancy (an optical reflectance effect due to the mineral’s fibrous structure) that’s reminis-
cent of a cat’s eye. The finest quality cat’s eye is formed into a cabochon that displays a narrow band of concen-
trated light across the width of the cab. Other minerals that can be chatoyant include quartz, beryl, tiger’s eye,
charoite, labradorite, selenite, and moonstone.

In the gem trade, the term “cat’s eye” can be used as an adjective, for example, “cat’s eye
beryl”, but only chrysoberyl can be referred to solely as “cat’s eye”. Up until the end of

- _j‘ Rar i the 19" century, cat’s eye was mostly found in gem and mineral collections. But it soared
AR 1*';‘%‘ into popularity as a jewelry gemstone in 1879, when Prince Arthur, Queen Victoria and
- \8‘ - * Prince Albert’s 3™ son, gave Princess Margaret of Prussia a cat’s eye engagement ring.

The ring shown here is an example of an antique cat’s eye engagement ring.

Alexandrite, one of the contemporary June birthstones, is a rare and expensive variety of
chrysoberyl that exhibits a color change (the “alexandrite effect”) in natural (daylight) and
artificial (tungsten/halogen) light. In daylight, fine-quality alexandrite is green or bluish-
green. In artificial light, it changes to red, purplish-red, or purple. This is because human
vision is most sensitive to green light and least sensitive to red light, and because artificial
light emits less green and blue than daylight where the full spectrum of visible light is pre-
sent. Alexandrite is also strongly pleochroic, an optical phenomenon in which a mineral
displays different colors when observed at different angles through polarized light.

Daylight

Incadescent

Chrysoberyl is popular with collectors, especially if they are fortunate to find it in star form.
The gemstone varieties are cut and faceted or formed into cabochons for jewelry. The most
significant deposits of the mineral are in Brazil, Australia, Madagascar, Zimbabwe, Myan-
mar, and Russia. Cat's eye comes from Brazil, India, China, Sri Lanka, and Zimbabwe, and Alexandrite comes

from Brazil, Russia, Madagascar, Sri Lanka and Tanzania.
References: wikipedia.org, minerals.net, thoughtco.com
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Brad’s Bench Tips
"Bench Tips for Jewelry Making" and "Broom Casting for Creative Jewelry" are available
on Amazon www.BradSmithJewelry.com For those who enjoy these bench tips, I'm happy
to announce a second volume is now available on Amazon. "More Bench Tips" includes 86

additional ways to save time, avoid frustration or
improve quality at the bench. These new tips cover _
problems in fabrication, stone setting, casting, soldering
and polishing. ‘

OCHRE APPLICATOR

Yellow ochre is used when you want to be sure the solder won't flow on an
area of your piece while you're soldering another area. The only problem with
ochre is coming up with a good way to store and apply it.

I use recycled nail polish bottles. They seal well and have a built-in brush
applicator. Just clean them out with a little acetone or nail polish remover,
and they're ready to go.

TEMPLATES

Whenever I have to make more than 2-3 exact copies of a sheet metal
component, I think of making a template. Templates let me easily draw the
shape of an item to cut out.

Art stores or online sources like cooltools.us/ and kingsleynorth.com/ sell
templates for common shapes like circles, ovals, hearts, etc. but for
nonstandard shapes, I make my own out of a scrap of sheet plastic or sheet
metal. My preference is brass. I carefully lay out the shape using a steel ruler,
a set of dividers, a scribe, and a fine center punch.

One example is the brass template in the pic above that lets me quickly trace
the design of ginkgo leaf earrings onto a silver sheet. Another is the nickel
template which makes it easy to drill a pattern of holes for pin inlay into wooden handles.

Monthly Rock Swaps - First Monday each Month - January 5
We had our First Monday Rock Swap at the lapidary in August and again this month, and everyone had fun
looking over and trading rocks at the Education Center from 6 to 9 pm. Bring rocks to
trade, or just come down to see a lot of interesting rocks. Have yours identified.

Flint Knapping Continues -
Saturday January 3rd, 9:00, Ed Center

The first knapping session was a success with some experienced and
some coming to learn the techniques. A few specialized tools needed
for the art are being purchased by the Club.

Come on by to practice, socialize, and/or to learn.



http://www.BradSmithJewelry.com
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2026 HUNTSVILLE GEM & MINERAL SOCIETY EXECUTIVE BOARD
President: Jan Edmunds -
Vice President: Doug Blakeslee -
Secretary: Debbie Epperson -
Treasurer: Theresa Chivers -
Membership: Theresa Chivers -
Editor: Bill Friday - 256-527-8227 -
Past President: Shelley Curran -
Directors:

James Yack -

Ashlee Pool -

James Mallonee -

Anthony Zwilling -

Les Bartel -

2026 COMMITTEE CHAIRS Show Chair: Shelley Curran
Property: Bill Friday Assistant Show Chair: Jan Edmunds

Program Chair—Bill Friday Show Publicity Chair: Ashlee Pool

Webpage: Leslie Malakowsky, Show Treasurer: Theresa Chivers

Auction Chair: Shelley Curran Mineral ID: Lowell Zoller
Field Trips: Anthony Zwilling Facility Maintenance: Bill Friday

Pebble Pups: Suzanne Miller
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The Huntsville Gem & Mineral Education, 7901 Bailey Cove Rd. SE, Huntsville AL 35802
Metal Smithing/Silver Instructors: Shelley Curran, Kathy Bowman, Jan Edmunds
_Lapidary: Bill Friday, James Yack, Anthony Zwilling, Les Bartel, Theresa Chivers,

Rocket City Jewelers: Judy Osmundson, Theresa Chivers, Leslie Malakowsky

Pebble Pups: Suzanne Miller, Matthew Sager, Theresa Chivers, Angela Mendoza, Bill Friday

Monday Metal Smithing/Silver 5:00pm - 9:00pm untsville Gem ineral Society
Lapidary 6:00pm - 9:00pm

Governor's Drive andra

Moon

Complex
N

’ilbrary 'f

Sports'
= |

HGM :

HGMS Meetings 6:00pm - 8:30 4thTuesdays
Drake Ave

Tuesday Lapidary 9:00am - 2:00pm Bob Wallace *

Bailey Cove Rd

Wednesday Lapidary 6:00pm - 9:00pm
Rocket City Jewelers
1st & 3rd Weeks - 6:00pm - 9:00pm
2nd, 4th, Sth Weeks - 2:00pm - 5:00pm

emoria

Thursday Metal Smithing/Silver 5:00pm - 9:00pm
Pebble Pups 6:30pm 4th Thursdays Weatherly RCV
Lapidary 6:00pm - 9:00pm

Green Cove Rd

Saturday Metal Smithing 9:00am - 3:00pm irregular 1st Saturday of the Month
Lapidary 9:00 - Noon - First Saturday of the month
Flint Knapping 9:00 - Noon - First Saturday of the month

PURPOSE OF THE SOCIETY: The Huntsville Gem & Mineral Society is a non-profit educational organization
for people interested in mineralogy, geology, paleontology, and related lapidary arts. Its primary purpose is the
education and enjoyment of the members and the general public in these areas. This purpose is accomplished
through programs and activities, shows, lectures to school children and organizations, and exchange of rocks, min-
erals, artifacts, and newsletters.
DUES: Annual dues are $20.00 per person, $25.00 per family, and are due on October 1st of each year
Membership Applications may be found at our webpage www.Huntsvillegms.org or at the HGMS Education
Center during a meeting or at one of our activity periods: 7901 Bailey Cove Rd SE, Huntsville, AL 35802
Meetings: 4thTuesday of the month except for March Auction, June picnic, Christmas Dinner and major holidays.
The Society is affiliated with the American Federation of Mineralogical Societies ,
the Southeast Federation of Mineralogical Societies, and the Dixie Mineral Council
Federation Newsletters: DMC: http://www.amfed.org/sfms/ dmc/dme.htm
SFMS: https://www.southeastfed.org/newsletter
AFMS: www.amfed.org/news/default.htm
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2025 - 2026 CALENDAR

27 Jan 26 - Regular HGMS Meeting, Huntsville Gem & Mineral Education Center
7901 Bailey Cove Rd SE, Huntsville, AL 6:00pm

24 Feb ’26 - Regular HGMS Meeting, Huntsville Gem & Mineral Education Center
7901 Bailey Cove Rd SE, Huntsville, AL 6:00pm

28 Mar 26 - SATURDAY Rock Auction, Education Center 8:00am
7901 Bailey Cove Rd SE, Huntsville, AL 6:00pm

28Apr ‘26 - Regular HGMS Meeting, Huntsville Gem & Mineral Education Center
7901 Bailey Cove Rd SE, Huntsville, AL 6:00pm

26 May 26 - Regular HGMS Meeting, Huntsville Gem & Mineral Education Center
7901 Bailey Cove Rd SE, Huntsville, AL 6:00pm

Jun 26  [Saturday - date to be determined] - Annual HGMS Picnic, Monte Sano State Park

28 Jul 26 - Regular HGMS Meeting, Huntsville Gem & Mineral Education Center
7901 Bailey Cove Rd SE, Huntsville, AL 6:00pm

25 Aug 26 - Regular HGMS Meeting, Huntsville Gem & Mineral Education Center
7901 Bailey Cove Rd SE, Huntsville, AL 6:00pm

22 Sep ‘26 - Regular HGMS Meeting, HGMS Education Center
7901 Bailey Cove Rd SE, Huntsville, AL 6:00pm

27 Oct ‘26 - Regular HGMS Meeting, Huntsville Gem & Mineral Ed Ctr
7901 Bailey Cove Rd SE, Huntsville, AL 6:00pm

Deadline for Next Newsletter
January 18, 2026
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