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Volume 57 No. 11                                     “We’ll go to the Moon for a Rock”                                                             November 2025  

ROCKET CITY ROCKS & GEMS 

 Web Page -  www.huntsvillegms.org/  email - hsvgems@gmail.com            

          HGMS Meeting - 25 Nov 2026 - 6:00 
 The Metal Smithing Activity will show how to 
determine bezel height when setting a cabochon, 
why it’s important and how to choose a well cut 
cab. There will be examples 
for examining and at the end 
we will show how to set a 
cab.  We’ll also go over how 
to choose a  well cut stone 
and why some stones are 
easier to set than others.  

 

 

mailto:www.huntsvillegms.org/
mailto:hsvgems@gmail.com
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Hello fellow rock enthusiasts! It is an honor to serve as the incoming HGMS 
President. Many thanks to Shelley Curran for her excellent leadership. My 
heartfelt thanks to each of you who were so generous with your time and energy 
during the show. That is what makes it a success! I look forward to serving with 
you during the coming year.  
                                          Jan Edmunds  

Minutes from HGMS Membership Meeting on October 25, 2025 

Shelley gave a Show Report  
 
Metals Report – November project – Alien earrings 
 
Lapidary – Anthony & Bill – Monday night rock swap is going well 
    getting into a routine for oil cleaning – [actually Bill is needing someone else to do it and Anthony    agreed 
to do the cleaning] 
 
Bill is ordering 12 arbor wheels with grit 1200 and 50000, and will re-arrange the arbors when they arrive. 

Pebble Pups – Theresa – Holiday Party to be held on Dec 17 at the Education Center 

Membership – Theresa – 45 new families from the Show, current members who haven’t yet paid will need to 
renew by Dec 11 or be dropped from the roll. 

Budget – Theresa – the numbers were explained, as printed in the newsletter, and both General and Show  
Budgets were approved by the members present 

HGMS Christmas Dinner Tuesday Dec 10, 5:30 open, Dinner at 6:00 Covered Dish Potluck, bring casseroles 
etc.  at the Ed Ctr 

Metals, Lapidary, and Flint Knapping on 1st Mondays 

New and First Time Members get a rock from the table. 

Program – Show & Tell 

Meeting Adjourned  

Christmas Party - Tuesday December 9, at the Education Center 

                    5:30 gather, 6:00 meal, gift swap after. 

This will be a Potluck Dinner - bring a casserole, salad, desert, whatever 

you wish.  

 

Bring a gift marked “him” or “her” if you wish to participate 

in the exchange. 
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Metal Smithing/Silver Group by Kathy Bowman, Shelley Curran, & Jan Edmunds 

METALS DECEMBER PROJECT CLASS           
     Monday December 1st, 5:00 pm 

Mixed Metal Christmas Tree 

This is a fun, fairly easy project to get us all in the Christmas 
spirit. This little tree is intended to be a brooch but it could also be a pendant 
or a Christmas ornament. 

We’ll be using nickel, copper, and brass soldered together in layers to form 
the tree. If you want it to be a brooch we’ll soft solder a pin on the back. The 
skills involved to fabricate the tree are soldering solid butt joins, sawing and 
stamping.  

We’ll use stamps to decorate the tree but if you’re a little more experienced 
you could also add stones or wire garlands.  

There are nine seats available. If there’s enough interest we’ll add a second 
class on Thursday the 4th. You can sign up at the meeting or email me or Kathy. Our addresses are in the 
newsletter. 

Kit cost is $5.00 and includes all necessary metal, a pin back and directions. Additional kits available on first 
come first serve basis for those who want to make multiples. 

 

I would like to thank all the members that have renewed their memberships. It really 
helps a lot! If you have not renewed your membership please do it ASAP. I will be 
removing members who have not renewed their membership on December 15.  
Remember that we use the membership fees to pay for insurance and SMFS dues as well 
as activities.  

Thank you.  Theresa Chivers, Membership Chairman 

            The lapidary lab will be closed on the following nights: 

November 26th and 27th (Wednesday and Thursday of 
Thanksgiving), December 1st, 3rd, 8th, 10th, 15th, 17th,  
(Mondays and Wednesdays First 3 weeks of December), plus 
Wednesday and Thursday ahead of Christmas,24th & 25th and 
plus New Year’s Eve 31st. See you in January 
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Rocket City Jewelers (RCJ) News 
November 2025 
RCJ is open to all HGMS members 16 and older.  All skill levels are welcome!  No certifica-
tion is required, but experience using jewelry tools is a plus.  We offer one class a month with 

4 opportunities to finish the project.  Note:  If you’re taking the Square Cab Wrap Pendant class, you 
have one more opportunity to finish it on November 19th, 6 – 9p.  (No meeting on November 27th be-
cause of Thanksgiving.) 
To sign up for a class, please email Theresa at rocketcityjewelers@gmail.com at least a month before 
class.  Include your name, contact info, the class(es) you want, and the dates you plan to take them.  Or, 
you can sign up at RCJ meetings and monthly HGMS meetings. 
The 1st Quarter 2026 classes are here!  Judy started taking signups at last week’s meeting.  You can 
sign up one quarter at a time, or for the whole year.  (You can see the schedule at the next RCJ meeting.)  
Please pay one month in advance so check in goes smoothly, and we can start class on time. 
 
January:  Woven Cuff.  Copper wire and seed beads.  Kit $5. 
Jan 7 & 21:  6 – 9p, class and make up. 
Jan 14 & 28:  2 – 5p, class and make up. 
 
 
 
 
February:  Captured Chainmaille Weave 
(Variation) Bracelet.  Copper rings and round 
beads.  Kit $5. 
Feb 4 & 18:  6 – 9p, class and make up. 
Feb 11 & 25:  2 – 5p, class and make up. 
 
 
 
March:  Layered Metal Earrings (LME VIII) – Paddle Drops.  Copper wire 
wrap with green beads for St. Patrick’s Day (picture shows purple beads).  Kit 
$5. 
 

Note:  Should severe weather occur on any RCJ meeting day, the meeting will be 

canceled, and members will be notified. 

ART SCHOOL SCHOLARSHIP DRAWING  

Scholarships for William Holland or Wildacres Arts Schools are available 
to members in good standing. Two for members of any age and one for 
active instructors. You can find their Class Schedules at weblinks 
https://lapidaryschool.org /     and    https://wildacres.org/ 

 To be considered you MUST send Shelley Curran an email curranshelley1@gmail.comby the November 21st 
deadline. Those who won last year may not enter this year. Winners and alternates will be drawn at the 
November meeting.  

Scholarship Winners must apply for the course(s) you wish to take 
and receive an acceptance letter back from the School of your 
choice.  Present the letter to our Treasurer Theresa Chivers and she 
will provide you with the check.  If you later find you cannot 
attend the School, please notify Shelley Curran as soon as possible 

mailto:rocketcityjewelers@gmail.com
https://lapidaryschool.org/
https://wildacres.org/
mailto:curranshelley1@gmail.com
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Pebble Pups 
November Meeting 

Thursday, November 20th - 6:30pm 

HGMS Education Center 

7901 Bailey Cove Road SE 

Huntsville, AL 35803 

A special thanks to HGMS Member Richard Keyes and 

Randall Blackwood from the Alabama Department of Conservation and 

Natural Resources for leading our October program on Alabama 

geology.  The pups learned about how Alabama as we know it was 

formed and how that formation created the minerals, rocks, and fossils 

we find here today.   

 

This month our group will be working on a 

jewelry project lead by HGMS and Rocket City 

Jewelers member Theresa Chivers.  Each child 

will have an opportunity to make a festive 

pendant.  There is no cost for this jewelry project 

and it will be open to all attendees.  

  

 

Upcoming Pebble Pups Events 

December 17th – Pebble Pups Holiday Party – save the date for a fun evening of treats, 

games, activities, and our Pups Rock Swap.  Start looking for the perfect rock, fossil, gem, or 

shell to share with your Pebble Pup friends and come ready to have a fun time!   

 

 

Do you have a suggestion for a field trip or have you found a spot you enjoy looking for rocks 

you would like to share with other Pebble Pups?  We are looking to build a list of places to go or 

things you can find in Alabama, Georgia, and Tennessee.  Any suggestions 

 

 

The American Federation of Mineralogical Societies (AFMS) sponsors the Future 

Rockhounds of America (FRA) program for kids under the age of 18. The HGMS 

Pebble Pups participate in FRA Badge Program. You can check out all the badges that 

our Pups can earn by visiting their page at https://www.juniors.amfed.org/fra-badge-

program/the-badges.  

 

Pups who complete activities outside of club activities can send an email to HGMSPebblePups@gmail.com to receive 

credit for their activities. If your Pup would like to share what they have learned, seen, or found with the rest of the 

group, please let Suzanne Miller know and we can give them time at the beginning of the meeting to talk to the group! 

Sharing will help Pups earn their presentation and communications badges. Is there a topic your Pup would like to learn 

more about?  

 

Do you have an idea for an activity that our group would enjoy? Have you found a great place 

to hunt for rocks, fossils, or gems? Email Suzanne Miller at HGMSPebblePups@gmail.com 

to share your ideas! 

 

 

         

https://www.juniors.amfed.org/fra-badge-program/the-badges
https://www.juniors.amfed.org/fra-badge-program/the-badges
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Monthly Rock Swaps - First Monday each Month - November 3 
We had our First Monday Rock Swap at the lapidary in August and again this month, and everyone had fun 
looking over and trading rocks at the Education Center from 6 to 9 pm.  Bring rocks to trade, or just come 
down to see a lot of interesting rocks. Have yours identified.  

Flint Knapping Continues -  

Saturday November 1st, 9:00, Ed Center 

The first knapping session was a success with some experienced and 

some coming to learn the techniques.  A few specialized tools needed 

for the art are being purchased by the Club.  

             Come on by to practice, socialize, and/or to learn. 

Show Dates: 

November 21-23, 2025  Cobb County Gem and Mineral Society Just 2 miles from the Big 
Chicken! Free admission and parking! Friday, November 21, 10 a.m. - 6 p.m.; Saturday, 

November 22, 10 a.m. - 6 p.m.; Sunday, November 23, 10 a.m. - 5 p.m. Over 30 dealers with 
jewelry, beads, rocks, minerals, and free Mineral ID Classes. Contact: Jim Haege 770-689-9376. 
Link(s): www.ccgms.org 

November 28 – 30, 2025 MRGS Mobile Rock and Gem Society Show, ABBA Shrine Center, 
7701 Hitt Rd, Mobile, AL, Friday, November 28th: 1:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m.; Saturday, November 
29th: 9:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m. Sunday, November 30th: 10:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. Admission: $5 per 
day, children 12 & under FREE with an adult. 29 dealers, exhibits, demonstrations, gem sluice, 
fluorescent minerals, geode cracking, door prizes, raffle, and much more! For more information 
go to: Mobile Rock & Gem Society (mobilerockandgem.com) 

December 6-7th, 2025 Memphis, TN, Memphis Mineral, Fossil, and Jewelry Show “The Earth 
Wide Open” by the Memphis Archaeological and Geological Society, Location: Memphis 
International Agricenter,  
7777 Walnut Grove Rd., Memphis, TN, Dates: Saturday, December 6th, 9 a.m. – 6 p.m.; 
Sunday, December 7th, 10 a.m. – 5 p.m. Admission: Adults $6, 2-day pass $10, Children 12 and 
under $2, and Scouts in uniform are free. Over 50 Dealers.  Rocks, fossils, minerals, gems, 
beads, jewelry, and lapidary equipment. Kids’ Area with games and activities. Additional 
information: www.theearthwideopen.wixsite.com wadijosh@gmail.com 

For other club shows: SFMS - Update Show Dates All (www.rockngem.com ) www.nmgms.org  

http://www.ccgms.org
http://www.rockngem.com
http://www.nmgms.org
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               Brad’s Bench Tips  
"Bench Tips for Jewelry Making" and "Broom Casting for Creative Jewelry" are available 
on  Amazon  www.BradSmithJewelry.com  For those who enjoy these bench tips, I'm happy 
to announce a second volume is now available on Amazon. "More Bench Tips" includes 86 

additional ways to save time, avoid frustration or 
improve quality at the bench. These new tips cover 
problems in fabrication, stone setting, casting, soldering 
and polishing.          

                           Bring Back Your Show Yard Signs. 

The sooner you return them, the more likely that you will return them at all. 

                 We will adjust the Show Dates for next year. 

AVOIDING  SOLDER  LINES   

After finishing a soldered joint on say a bezel, have you 
ever seen it reappear after you've soldered the bezel to a 
base plate?  What's happening is that every time you heat 
a soldered piece to the temperature that solder flows, the 
liquid solder seeps a little more into the surrounding 
metal.  This leaves a small furrow where the solder had 
been sanded off flush at the joint. To get rid of the 
furrow, you have to re-sand the joint area down to the 
bottom of the furrow. 
 
To avoid this when I have another soldering operation to 
follow, I try to leave a little extra solder on my 
joints.  For instance, when trimming off excess base 
plate from around a bezel, I leave a paper thickness of excess plate material whenever possible until I'm done 
with all the soldering.   
 
Of course, this isn't always possible like when a soldering operation prevents you from gaining access to an 
area for final sanding and polishing.  Coating the finished solder joint with ochre seems to help a bit but is not 
a complete solution. 

LOOSE HEADS   

Flying off the handle is never good, particularly if it's a 
hammerhead.  The traditional way to tighten a loose hammerhead is a 
bit of work with wedges, but if the head is basically secure, there's a fast 
and easy way to tighten a loose head for about 50 cents - superglue.   
 
Simply put a couple drops in from the handle side, let it set up, and then 
a few drops from the top side.  Be sure to get the thin super glue, not 
gel.  It penetrates better.  Packages of superglues are usually available at 
the 99 cent store. 
 
Note that this is only a safe practice if the hammer head is just a little 
loose but is basically secured onto the handle. Gluing is not a fix for a hammerhead that has come off the 
handle or is at risk of coming off. 

http://www.BradSmithJewelry.com
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Mineral of the Month – Smithsonite (var. “Turkey-Fat Ore”) 
By Leslie A. Malakowsky 

You don’t need to eat turkey for the holidays to appreciate this mineral!  “Turkey-fat 
ore” is an old name for a variety of smithsonite (also called zinc spar).  The typical 
habit is earthy botryoidal masses.  The name alludes to the mineral’s resemblance to 
turkey fat in color and form.  It’s usually bright yellow because of the inclusion of 
cadmium sulfide, although the presence of cadmium isn’t necessary for the name to 
apply.   
Smithsonite is a zinc carbonate (a mineral ore of zinc) with the chemical formula 
ZnCO3. In mineralogy, the term "carbonate" can refer both to carbonate minerals and carbonate rock (which is 
mainly composed of carbonate minerals), and both are dominated by the carbonate ion, CO2−3.  This mineral has 
a Mohs hardness of 4.5 (harder than fluorite but not as hard as apatite) and a specific gravity of 4.4 to 4.5.  In 
addition to yellow, botryoidal smithsonite also occurs in many other colors such as blue, green, pink, lavender, 
purple, white, gray, brown, and even orange.  These color variations are caused by trace elements like copper, 
cobalt, cadmium, and iron replacing the zinc (Zn). 

Smithsonite was originally identified with hemimorphite.  The two minerals are very similar 
in appearance.  The term “calamine” was used for both minerals until it was realized that 
they are two distinct minerals.   Smithsonite was named in 1832 by French mineralogist and 
geologist Francois Sulpice Beudant (1787-1850) in honor of English mineralogist and 
chemist James Smithson (1765-1829), who first identified the mineral in 1802.  Fun fact:  
Smithson’s bequest established the Smithsonian Institution in Washington, DC.) 
Smithsonite is a variably-colored trigonal mineral that only rarely is found in well-formed 
crystals.  It occurs as a secondary mineral in the weathering or oxidation zone of zinc-

bearing ore deposits.  It sometimes occurs as replacement bodies in carbonate rocks and as such may constitute 
zinc ore.  It commonly occurs in association with hemimorphite, willemite, hydrozincite, cerussite, malachite, 
azurite, aurichalcite and anglesite.  It forms two limited solid solution series, with substitution of manganese 
leading to rhodochrosite, and with iron, leading to siderite. (Solid solutions exist between two or more "end-
member" minerals that have the same basic structure but differ in chemical composition.)   
This mineral is often cut and polished to make decorative objects such as spheres and pointed prisms or 
“towers”, especially when it shows good translucent coloring or attractive banding.  In jewelry making, multiple 
colors of smithsonite are made into beads, cut and faceted as gemstones, polished as cabochons, and wire 
wrapped for pendants.  In industry, smithsonite is an important source of zinc, and it’s of particular interest to 
scientists who study mineral deposits.  Smithsonite also makes excellent shelf specimens - collectors enjoy its 
beautiful botryoidal forms in multiple colors! 

References:  wikipedia.org, mindat.org, webmineral.com  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mineralogy
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Carbonate_minerals
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Carbonate_rock
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Weathering
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Oxidation
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ore
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Carbonate_rock
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Willemite
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hydrozincite
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cerussite
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Malachite
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Azurite
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Aurichalcite
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Anglesite
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Solid_solution
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Manganese
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rhodochrosite
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Iron
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Siderite
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2025 HUNTSVILLE GEM & MINERAL SOCIETY EXECUTIVE BOARD 

President - Jan Edmunds -  

Vice President - Doug Blakeslee -  

Secretary:  Debbie Epperson -  

Treasurer:  Theresa Chivers -    

Membership - Theresa Chivers -    

Editor:  Bill Friday - 256-527-8227 -  

Past President - Shelley Curran -  

Directors: 

      James Yack -  

      Ashlee Pool -         

      James Mallonee -  

      Anthony Zwilling -    

      Les Bartel -   

                                          2025 COMMITTEE CHAIRS                                       

  

Property:  Bill Friday 

                                                              

Program Chair—Bill Friday   
 

Webpage:  Leslie Malakowsky,  

l         

Auction Chair: Shelley Curran  

  

Field Trips: Anthony Zwilling  

   

Pebble Pups: Suzanne Miller 

  

 

 

 

Show Chair:  Shelley Curran  

 

Assistant Show Chair: Jan Edmunds 

     

Show Publicity Chair:  Ashlee Pool 

   

Show Treasurer:  Theresa Chivers  

    

Mineral ID:  Lowell Zoller 

          

Facility Maintenance: Bill Friday 

   

Treasures from the Peace River in Florida 

mailto:lmalakowsky@gmail.com
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PURPOSE OF THE SOCIETY: The Huntsville Gem & Mineral Society is a non-profit educational organization 

for people interested in mineralogy, geology, paleontology, and related lapidary arts.  Its primary purpose is the 

education and enjoyment of the members and the general public in these areas.  This purpose is accomplished 

through programs and activities, shows, lectures to school children and organizations, and exchange of rocks, min-

erals, artifacts, and newsletters. 

DUES:  Annual dues are $20.00 per person, $25.00 per family, and are due on October 1st of each year 

        Membership Applications may be found at our webpage www.Huntsvillegms.org or at the HGMS Education 

Center during a meeting or at one of our activity periods: 7901 Bailey Cove Rd SE, Huntsville, AL 35802        

Meetings: 4thTuesday of the month except for March Auction, June picnic, Christmas Dinner and major holidays.  

The Society is affiliated with the American Federation of Mineralogical Societies ,  

the Southeast Federation of Mineralogical Societies, and the Dixie Mineral Council 

    Federation Newsletters:   DMC: http://www.amfed.org/sfms/_dmc/dmc.htm  

                SFMS: https://www.southeastfed.org/newsletter   

                AFMS: www.amfed.org/news/default.htm 

                               

 

The Huntsville Gem & Mineral Education, 7901 Bailey Cove Rd. SE, Huntsville AL 35802 

 Metal Smithing/Silver Instructors: Shelley Curran, Kathy Bowman, Jan Edmunds 

 Lapidary:  Bill Friday, James Yack, Anthony Zwilling, Les Bartel, Theresa Chivers,  

 Rocket City Jewelers: Judy Osmundson, Theresa Chivers, Leslie Malakowsky 

 Pebble Pups: Suzanne Miller, Matthew Sager, Theresa Chivers, Dee Dee Morton, Bill Friday                                     

 

Monday    Metal Smithing/Silver   5:00pm - 9:00pm 

  Lapidary  6:00pm - 9:00pm  

      

Tuesday    Lapidary   9:00am - 2:00pm 

  HGMS Meetings   6:00pm - 8:30 4thTuesdays  

      

Wednesday Lapidary  6:00pm - 9:00pm  

  Rocket City Jewelers  

                                 1st & 3rd Weeks  - 6:00pm - 9:00pm  

                                 2nd, 4th, 5th Weeks - 2:00pm - 5:00pm 

 

Thursday  Metal Smithing/Silver  5:00pm - 9:00pm  

  Pebble Pups               6:30pm   4th Thursdays 

  Lapidary                     6:00pm - 9:00pm  

 

Friday  Lapidary  Discontinued 

  

Saturday Metal Smithing 9:00am - 3:00pm irregular 1st Saturday of the Month                                       

  Lapidary   9:00 - Noon - First Saturday of the month  

  Flint Knapping          9:00 - Noon - First Saturday of the month 

http://www.Huntsvillegms.org
http://www.amfed.org/sfms/_dmc/dmc.htm
https://www.southeastfed.org/newsletter
http://www.amfed.org/news/default.htm
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                2025 - 2026 CALENDAR 

25 Nov ‘25 - Regular HGMS Meeting, Huntsville Gem & Mineral Education Center 

                                 7901 Bailey Cove Rd SE, Huntsville, AL 6:00pm  

9Dec ‘25 - Christmas Dinner - details as it gets closer  

  - We will have a great potluck dinner again at the Ed Ctr. 

27 Jan ’26  - Regular HGMS Meeting, Huntsville Gem & Mineral Education Center 

                                 7901 Bailey Cove Rd SE, Huntsville, AL 6:00pm  

24 Feb ’26  - Regular HGMS Meeting, Huntsville Gem & Mineral Education Center 

                                 7901 Bailey Cove Rd SE, Huntsville, AL 6:00pm  

28 Mar ‘26 - SATURDAY Rock Auction, Education Center 8:00am 

                                 7901 Bailey Cove Rd SE, Huntsville, AL 6:00pm  

28Apr ‘26 - Regular HGMS Meeting, Huntsville Gem & Mineral Education Center 

                                 7901 Bailey Cove Rd SE, Huntsville, AL 6:00pm  

26 May ‘26 - Regular HGMS Meeting, Huntsville Gem & Mineral Education Center 

                                 7901 Bailey Cove Rd SE, Huntsville, AL 6:00pm  

Jun ‘26     [Saturday - date to be determined] - Annual HGMS Picnic, Monte Sano State Park  

28 Jul ‘26 - Regular HGMS Meeting, Huntsville Gem & Mineral Education Center 

                                 7901 Bailey Cove Rd SE, Huntsville, AL 6:00pm  

25 Aug ‘26 - Regular HGMS Meeting, Huntsville Gem & Mineral Education Center 

                                 7901 Bailey Cove Rd SE, Huntsville, AL 6:00pm  

22 Sep ‘26  - Regular HGMS Meeting, HGMS Education Center 

                                 7901 Bailey Cove Rd SE, Huntsville, AL 6:00pm  

27 Oct ‘26  - Regular HGMS Meeting, Huntsville Gem & Mineral Ed Ctr 

                                 7901 Bailey Cove Rd SE, Huntsville, AL 6:00pm    

 Deadline for Next Newsletter  

          December 14, 2025 

Rocket City Rocks & Gems  
Bill Friday, Editor 

2508 Excalibur Dr. 

Huntsville, AL 35803 

 

November 2025 


