
 

 

Huntsville Gem & Mineral Society (HGMS) 2023.  Reprinting Rights are granted for all material 

(except for minutes of the meeting and copyrighted articles) to any organization officially affiliated 

with the American Federation of Mineralogical Societies (AFMS) or Southeastern Federation of 

Mineralogical Societies (SFMS), provided credit is given to the author, the original publication, and 

this newsletter.   

 Web Page -  www.huntsvillegms.org/  email - hsvgems@gmail.com            

     INSIDE THIS ISSUE 

Minutes of the May Meeting ............2 

Speakerôs Bio .....................................2 

Metalsmithing  Corner .....................3 

Picnic Report .....................................3 

Rocket City Jewelers ........................4 

Pebble Pups .......................................5  

Bradôs Bench Tip...............................6  

Mineral of the Month .......................7 

Jun/Jul Birthdays/ Anniversaries....8 

Activity Schedule...............................9 

Executive Board & Committees......9 

Calendaréé....éé......é..............10 

The Monthly News Bulletin of the Huntsville Gem & Mineral Society, Huntsville, Alabama 
Volume 55 No. 6                                      ñWeôll go to the Moon for a Rockò                                                                        June 2023  

        HGMS Membership Meeting - June 27, 6:00 
   Dr. Naveen Vetcha will present details of  the      

development, deployment, and utilization of the      

 James Webb Space Telescope  
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Minutes from the May 23, 2023 HGMS Meeting 

Welcome everyone. No new members. Come get a copy of Jim Lacefieldôs book - $30.  

The April newsletter minutes were accepted. 

Board meeting discussed using other forms of payment. We would like to use credit cards for more           transac-

tions within the club. We need to talk to Clara, our treasurer, who is out today.   

Dixie Mineral trip was to Cumberland Furnace searching for slag glass. Mike Harrison and James Yack       attend-

ed finding many wonderful pieces. 

Power will be shut off for one week starting June 1st to rerun the wiring to the building. A gas leak was found dur-

ing their testing. Water was shut off accidentally last week but is working again.   On the 31st we need to unplug 

all equipment before the city does their electrical work. 

Treasurer, Clara was not present, so no financial report is available. 

Membership: Do not accept membership forms if money is not collected with it. 

RCJ: Please check your newsletter for times and dates. 

Metalsmithing: Please check your newsletter for times and dates. 

Lapidary is running fine. Left Trim saw is working, the right trim saw needs some attention. 

Future Rockhounds meet on 4th Thursdays of the month. They will be gold panning on the 22nd. 

Picnic is June 10th. We need a volunteer for the BBQ planning. Meeting time is 9-3 with food served between 11-

11:30. Location is the Monte Sano State Park bikerôs trailhead.  

The next Dixie mineral trip is to Dorchester, South Carolina on June 24th looking for both minerals and fossils. 

Please check the newsletter for more details. 

Bruce Kowalczyk is moving this summer to San Diego. He is having a rock sale May 27th and 28th. 

We have a new projector for future presentations. Thank you, Tony. 

We will have a picnic and a meeting in June.   

We are starting to plan the fall show. We need volunteers. We need people to chair the different positions.  We 

need a volunteer coordinator and more volunteers. We are working on getting red hats and/or vests with HGMS 

patches on them. We want a uniformed look for our volunteers.  

Next Meeting is June 27th.   

Meeting closed. 

Tonightôs Program is show and tell. 

Les Bartel brought slabs in his home-built lighted display case with geodes, plus jewelry he has made and a sphere 

made on our grinding wheels. 

Shelley Curran brought stones that show shimmer, shine, and play of color.  Opals, Tigerôs eye, Alexandrite, with 

many more. 

James Yack brought iron ore, slag glass, and coral from the creek at the Cumberland Furnace field trip. 

Bill Friday brought a really nice brittle star plate donated by Myra Soroczak.  He brought three items from  Jerusa-

lem - Dead Sea salt, limestone and basalt.  He also brought some wonderful trilobites.  

Mike Harrison brought some of his favorite blue stones from the Cumberland Furnace site.  

Louise Fletcher brought one of her first stones, Turkish stick agate a favorite, and some of her jewelry pieces. 

Anthony Zwilling wanted everyone wanted to see our new poop, in the form of a coprolite emoji. 

                                                James Yack, Recording Secretary 

 June Meeting Speaker - The James Webb Space Telescope 
Dr. Naveen Vetcha is a Challenge Manager and Team lead at ERC-Oasis supporting Jacobs 
ESSCA contract at NASA Marshall Space Flight Center. He supports NASAôs Centennial 
Challenges Program (CCP). CCPôs goal is to leverage citizens, academia, and industry to help fill 
technology gaps that will enable sustainable human space exploration. He is also a part-time 
instructor at the University of Alabama in Huntsvilleôs College of Engineering. Prior to this, he was 
a staff engineer at ManTech where he was the lead test analyst for James Webb Space Telescope 

(JWST) Sunshieldôs shape analysis. He has authored/co-authored 19 publications in international conferences and 
journals.   
     He is an Associate Fellow of AIAA and a member of AAAS. He is an amateur astronomer and is the current 
outreach Coordinator at Huntsville based Von Braun Astronomical Society (VBAS).  Dr. Vetcha received MS & PhD 
degrees in Mechanical Engineering from University of California Los Angeles, MTech in Mechanical Engineering from 
Indian Institute of Technology Kanpur, India, and BE in Mechanical Engineering from Osmania University, India. 
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Metal Smithing/Silver Group by Kathy Bowman & Shelley Curran 

Metals will NOT have a July project class. We will still have open studio at the regular times of 
Monday and Thursday 5-9:00pm. 

All three of us are traveling this month. In addition to that Kathy and I will be taking classes. 
Busy month for all.  We promise to bring back some new things from William Holland to share.  

Certification/Safety Classes:    The next Certification/Safety Class has been tentatively scheduled for Monday, July 
24.  Please send your name and contact information (name, email address, and cell phone number (for text 
messages) to Certifications@wildivystudio.com to get on the list for the next Certification Class.  Seats will be filled 
in the order I receive them.  If you end up on the wait list, you will be added to the next scheduled class. 

CERTIFICATION CLASS INFORMATION ï PLEASE READ CAREFULLY: 
After Certification Class dates are set, email notices with information about the class(es) will be sent to everyone who 
is currently on the request list about a week before the scheduled date.  You must reply to that email to be scheduled 
for the class or to request a future class.  One reminder email will be sent to those who do not respond to the first 
email.  If there is no reply after the 2nd email, your name will be removed from Certification Requests list.  If you 
are still interested in Certification, you will have to send in your information again to get on the current list 
 
Facebook Users:  The Metalsmithing class has our own page in Facebook groups.  You can see info on classes, 
examples of project classes and other general information.  Members of the group can post their finished class 
projects.  Out class page is HGMS Metalsmithing Group.  The link: https://www.facebook.com/
groups/438777169648170 

Volunteer Positions * 
Class Instructors:  Kathy Bowman  
  Shelley Curran  
  Jan Edmunds 
Tools/Equipment Inventory  Annie Diekmann 
Store Manager   Opening  
Kit Manager    Shelley Curran 
Webpage & Social Media Management  Kathy Bowman 

The Picnic in the Park.  We had forty or so attendees, who enjoyed the fun and fellowship, and had 

an opportunity to shop from amongst members who came to sell  their displayed wares.  The Club does not 

charge a fee, and the array of treasures was dazzling.  Perfect weather with cool temps, and plenty of shade,  

mailto:Certifications@wildivystudio.com

